The production of arachidonate lipoxygenase products by rat intestine is increased by phenolphthalein.
Rat isolated intestine incubated in Krebs solution converted exogenous [14C]arachidonic acid into products that chromatographed with prostaglandins, leukotriene B4 and 5-hydroxy-eicosatetraenoic acid. The accumulation of these products was increased by phenolphthalein 3.14-1570 microM and reduced by indomethacin 2.8 microM. This raises the possibility that laxation by phenolphthalein involves the formation of arachidonate lipoxygenase and cyclo-oxygenase products.